
SECOND Quarter 2009 Newsletter 

Johnson-Humrickhouse Museum 

Teen-Age Talent—through May 10 
 

You still have time to see this exciting exhibition of high 
school art. The artists’ reception was exceptional—
remarkable artwork, great attendance, and captivating jazz 
from the Whitewoman Combo. 

Andy Callahan stands beside his award-wining black and white drawing, 
New York, New York. 
 

We thank the musicians in the Whitewoman Combo—Nick Schmitt, 
Steve Snyder, Sam Schmitt, Caroline Hedding and Ken Brode. 

 

Old Questions, New Science  
Reinterpreting Native American origins in light of 

modern methods and technology       
April 25, 2009, 9:00 A.M.—3:30 P.M 

 

How did the first people get here?How did the first people get here?How did the first people get here?How did the first people get here?    
Where did they come from?Where did they come from?Where did they come from?Where did they come from?  

 

Interpreting Native American 
origins continues to be one of 
the most controversial subjects 
because it shakes the 
foundation of our beliefs and 
assumptions. Old Questions, 
New Science, will present the 
r e c e n t  g e n e t i c  a n d 

archaeological discoveries on this topic. The 
symposium will begin by examining archaeological 
techniques and cultural assumptions of the 19th c. 
and then move on to the present day. Presenters 
include Dr. Bradley Lepper, Curator of 
Archaeology for the Ohio Historical Society; Dr. 
Terry Barnhart, Prof.. of History at Eastern Ill. U.; 
Dr. Cecil Lewis, Asst. Prof., Depart. of 
Anthropology, at the U. of Okla.; and Dr. Kenneth 
L. Feder, Prof. of Anthropology at Central Conn. 
State U.  
 

(Symposium continued on page 2) 

Pushing the Surface   
May 16—August 9 

 

This is our 6th biennial exhibition of art quilts by 
24 artists from across the United States as well as 
Israel and Ireland. Textile art began thousands of 
years ago as an embellishment for costume and 
blanket, always bound to function and custom. 
Today the art quilt, no longer fit for a bed, has 
the nerve to be any size or shape and adapts any 
technique that makes the work sing. Techniques 
are as varied as the subject matter, which is as 
varied as the effect. What the works do share is 
the basic quilt feature of joining at least two 
layers by quilting.  
 

Pushing the Surface is always a fabulous show. We 
hope you’ll treat yourself 
to a visit. 
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Blue Progression 9 Patch by Eleanor McCain 



 

 

Watercolor Painting Classes 
 

Art Encounter for Children—June 6 at 2:00 P.M.  
Museum Encounter for Home Sch.— May 20 at 1:00   

 

Watercolor painting will be the focus 
for JHM’s two upcoming children’s 
programs (3rd grade and older). 
Young artists will begin their creative 
journey by viewing Pushing the Surface, a display 
of contemporary art quilts with vibrant colors, 
creative designs, and a variety of quilting 
techniques. After viewing the exhibit, our aspiring 
artists will experiment with different techniques— 
wet-in-wet, dry-brush, wet-on-dry, chemical 
reaction, stippling, and washes. The importance of 
color theory, texture, and composition will also be 
explored. Artists will use traditional watercolor 
paints and brushes in creating their paintings 
 

Please call or e-mail for reservations: May 15 for 
Museum Encounter for Home Schools and June 2nd 
for Art Encounter for Children. (622-8710; 
jhmuseum@sbcglobal.net) Supply cost is $5.00.   
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Still Having Fun? —You Bet! A quick backward glance over the last three months 
 

Every year staff looks forward to giving tours to all the city’s 
elementary school classes. Pictured are a 1st grade class imagining 
what life was like for city folk in the 19th c., and a 4th grade class 

learning about the local 
prehistoric Indians. (Note the 
deer skull on the edge of the 
case.)   
 

  
A young artist shows off her Chinese Dragon Puppet from February’s 
Art Encounter. 
 
We thank Linda Gardner,  
Don McKay, Louise  
Cardenzana, and Marty 
Rodabaugh  who performed 
at our St. Paddy’s Day  
Celebration. 

Volunteer Spotlight 
Lucy Baumgardner 

 

Lucy has volunteered at the 
museum for a number of years. 
Her smiling face greets visitors 
on Thursday afternoons.   
 

A resident of Bethlehem Township, Lucy resides on 
her 365 acre farm.  After graduating from OSU, 
she taught in the River View School District for 20 
years. Lucy remains very active in the community. 
Besides taking part in water aerobics at the high 
school, she is also a member of Delta Kappa 
Gamma, Retired Teachers of Ohio, Farm Bureau 
Council, Keene Happy Neighbors, and Prairie 
Chapel United Methodist Church. Can you believe 
that she finds time to spend with her 4 children, 3 
grand children and 1 great grandchild?  She is one 
busy gal.  
 

Thank you, Lucy, for all you do for JHM! ☺ 

We thank our sponsors The Montgomery 
Foundation, Organic Technologies, and Oxford 
Mining. 
 

For more information or to register contact the 
museum or download registration forms on our 
website:  www.jhmuseum.org 

(Symposium continued from page 1) 

WantedWantedWantedWanted————    
We need Volunteers for any of the following:We need Volunteers for any of the following:We need Volunteers for any of the following:We need Volunteers for any of the following:    

    

Front deskFront deskFront deskFront desk————greeting visitors and odd jobsgreeting visitors and odd jobsgreeting visitors and odd jobsgreeting visitors and odd jobs    
Helping with the occasional programHelping with the occasional programHelping with the occasional programHelping with the occasional program    
    Assisting with collection careAssisting with collection careAssisting with collection careAssisting with collection care  
        Call 622-8710 



 

 

 

Ever ponder how to preserve your name for all 
ages? In 2008, several people did just that by 
donating artifacts to JHM. Some items belonged to 
a family member... some were used by the 
donor... some were just accidental finds... all 
have uniquely enriched our collection. 
 

Two items were advertising freebies. A flathead 
screwdriver advertising the Haverick 
Heisser Insurance Agency (located at 
401 ½ Main St., currently the offices 
of the  County Commissioners) and a 
wooden 6-inch ruler with GUST D. 
ALEX—Shoe Shine and Refreshments 
(also on Main St., where Brillhart’s 
Body Shop is now located). Both were 
found in an old toolbox by a couple in 
Ten Sleep, WY.  
 

In another state, Ralph Humrickhouse, 
a descendent of the Humrickhouses, 
sent a few things he thought might be of interest 
to JHM. One item, an 1803 land grant in Coshocton 
land was given to Revolutionary War soldier, Moses 
Bigelow. The deed was transferred to Peter 
Humrickhouse in 1808, purportedly in thanks for a 
coach constructed by Peter. The grant is printed 
on vellum; signed by President Jefferson and 
Secretary of State Madison. 
 

Although not originating in Coshocton, a Wapak sad 
iron, surely put to good use here, was donated by 
Sadie Smith. Made in Wapakoneta, Ohio, the stove 
top-heated utensil was the only way to go in the 
pre wash-and-wear days. 
 

At the end of their day, Coshocton residents Ewald 
and Emma Agricola, parents of donor Helen 

Past Tense  
Past Tense, written by museum registrar, Sharon Buxton, offers historical background for displayed artifacts 

 

Recent Acquisitions 
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Wright, could relax and enjoy scenes on the 
stereoviews stored in a lovely stereoview storage 
box. An attractive lacquered box decorated with 
roses, it held a whopping 25 stereo cards. 
  

Ken Cramer brought in an 1879 map of Coshocton 
city and county. Based on a survey by the acting 
Coshocton County Engineer, it also contains 

historical tidbits. 
 

Highlighted as a visitor enters the 
museum is gorgeous 19th c. wedding 
dress worn by the grandmother of 
Coshocton resident, Virginia Dobbins. 
The silk two-piece gown features a 
clever construction device of mitered 
fabric  strips joined by crocheted 
insets, plus miles of lace trim. 
      

Perhaps the quirkiest donation was a 
chain letter penned in 1912. Tammie 

Shryock discovered this gem hidden behind a 
mantel. It contains a prayer, instructions and 
resulting consequences, plus a list of familiar 
names like Kegy, Sturz, Fry, etc. And we thought 
chain letters were a modern annoyance!   
 

The 2008 donations have already been a source of 
enjoyment to JHM staff and visitors. If you have 
not had the chance to see them, come visit us 
while our recent acquisitions case is on display. 
(After it is dismantled, the contents will be stored 
until the opportunity presents itself to become a 
part of a future exhibit.) Who knows? You might 
recognize a part of history connected with your 
own past, and be inspired to create a way to 
preserve your family’s story. 

Job Sponsors Sought 
 

A number of jobs have been put on hold until we can find sponsors for the projects.  
Can you help? Give us a call if you can—622-8710. 
 

Conservation Work: Extra shelving for artifact storage area — $86.40 
       Acid-free paper for textiles — $80.00 
       Wrapping cloths and polish for silver — $75 
 

Office Work: New laser printer (our old one died in March) — $199.00 
 

Public Address System for our programs — $300 
 

Kitchen Repair (Tear out built-in range and finish electrical work for new stove) $400 

Will Work for Money 
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BECOME A  NEW FRIEND OF JHM! 
 

The FRIENDS of the Museum organization 
promotes the plans and activities of JHM.  If you 
are not already a Friend,  we invite you to join this 
worthwhile group.  Your financial support helps 
us to continue offering quality cultural and 
educational events in this community. 
 
FRIENDS membership benefits also include— 
 + Preview party for Special Exhibits 
 + 10% discount in Museum’s gift shop 
 + Quarterly newsletter 
 + Free Admission  
  

                
Name:______________________________________ 
 
 
Address:____________________________________ 
 
 
City, State, Zip:________________________________ 
 
 
Phone:________________________________________ 
 
Please send this application and your tax-deductible 
contribution to: 

Johnson-Humrickhouse Museum 
300 N. Whitewoman Street, Coshocton, OH  43812 

Check one:    
___ Student ($5) 
___ Individual ($30+) 
___ Family  ($50+) 

___ Patron ($100+) 
___ Sustaining ($200+) 
___ Benefactor ($350+) 
___ Founder ($500+)  

HOURS 
May through October:  12:00 to 5:00 P.M. Daily 

Nov. through April:  1:00 to 4:30 Tu. - Sun. 
740-622-8710    www.jhmuseum.org 

jhmuseum@sbcglobal.net 
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2009 Coming Events 
 

Teen-Age Talent      Apr. 4—May 10  
 
 

Symposium: Old Questions, New Science Apr. 25 
 
Pushing the Surface     May 16—Aug. 9 

 
Encounter for Home Schools   May  20 1:00 
 
Art Encounter for Children   June 6  2—3:30 
 

Go Green! Receive your newsletter by E-mail 
 

Sending the newsletter and the occasional event 
notice via e-mail will save the museum some 
money and reduce our carbon footprint. If you’re 
willing and able,  please give us your address. You 
can e-mail us yours at jhmuseum@sbcglobal.net or 
give us a call. We appreciate it. 

Many thanks to the Coshocton 
Foundation for their $1500 contribution 
to repaint our workroom and install an 
electrical breaker for the new stove. 


